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Thanks to:

•	 	If summer is playing the game, it 
should be hot and dry this month so 
keep up the watering. The cool of the 
morning and as the sun is going down 
are the most e�ective times to water, 
and remember to water the roots – not 
the leaves.

•	 January is a really big growth month 
in the garden, as summer veges come 
ready for harvest. Pick sweet corn 
when the tassels have begun to dry, 
and pick cucumbers and zucchini 
every day to encourage more to grow 
in their place.

•	 Thin carrots and use rejects in salads. 
Keep planting more lettuce seedlings as 
you harvest to keep the summer salad 
supply going. The cut-and-come-again 
lettuce varieties are the best.

•	 When harvesting tomatoes, keep 
removing laterals and remove bottom 
leaves to help air circulate.

•	 Sow seeds like broccoli and cabbage 
for autumn/winter crops. Keep seeds 
moist and out of the hot sun while 
germinating, then transplant to the 
garden once the seedlings have grown 
about 10cm.
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•	 Leafy green plants will appreciate 
a�feed of compost tea or liquid blood 
and bone.

•	 Leave the best plants to grow and set 
seed. Harvest them on a dry day and 
store in a cool place to plant next year.

•	 Now is the time to plant the winter 
garden. Plant seedlings of cabbage, 
cauli�ower, brussel sprouts, celery, 
silverbeet, spinach and leeks. Keep 
seedlings well watered and protected 
from the sun.
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Our opening hours over the  holiday period

24

5

From 24 December to  
5 January we are only 
open for urgent calls.

Non-urgent calls 
between 8am and 8pm 
weekdays only. 

Urgent calls 24 hours, 
7 days a week.

From 5 January we will 
return to our regular 
service.

0800 801 601 
enquiries1@hnzc.co.nz

Competition terms and conditions: All questions must be answered correctly to be eligible for 
the�draw. The �ve winning entries will be drawn on Monday 14 December. One entry per person. 
Housing�New Zealand sta� and their families together with the sta� of Housing New Zealand’s 
promotional agencies and their families are not eligible to enter. Entries close at midnight on 
Friday�11�December 2015 and winners will be noti�ed by Friday 18 December 2015.

In your garden

•	 Plant seedlings of beetroot, broccoli, 
brussel sprouts, cauli�ower, spinach 
and silverbeet.

•	 Sow seeds of carrots, parsnips, radish, 
lettuce, spinach, silverbeet, beetroot 
(mild climates only), swede and turnip 
directly into the garden.

•	 Seeds of broccoli, cabbage, cauli�ower 
and brussel sprouts are best sown in 
trays for planting out later.

•	 Plant herbs in pots or the garden. 
Parsley can be grown from seed 
and�sown now. Perennial herbs such 
as chives, mint, thyme, rosemary, 
sage�and marjoram can be divided 
and�replanted.

•	 Plant da�odils, tulips, irises and 
freesias in the garden or in containers. 
Spray your roses to help control pests 
and diseases.
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Local o�ces open for drop-in between 9am and 
4pm weekdays only.
Note that the days between Christmas and New Year 
the o�ces will only be open between 10am and 2pm.
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